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We are pleased to have another great speaker 
for this month’s PAS General Meeting. Dr. 
Martin P. McHugh will be our speaker for the 
September 28th meeting. Dr. McHugh is a 
researcher at the LIGO facility in Livingston 
Louisiana. LIGO, which stands for Laser In-
terferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory, 
is a special form of observatory to detect rip-
ples in space-time. This may sound like some-
thing out of Star Trek, but I’m sure Dr. 
McHugh can enlighten us on it. 
 
With Fall just around the corner the weather 
should start cooling off. This not only means 
we’re through the worst part of hurricane sea-
son and great skies after each cold front moves 
through, but it also means star party season is 
here. When most of us think of star parties we 
think of Deep South Regional StarGaze . The 
DSRSG was formed back in the early 80’s by 
PAS member Barry Simon and it has become 
one of the most successful star parties around. 
The event was formerly held in McComb Mis-
sissippi but growing light pollution forced a 
move to Camp Ruth Lee near Norwood Lou-
isiana. Both imagers and visual observers love 
the new site’s extremely dark skies and the 
Fall timing means the Summer Milky Way is 
still high in the sky at the end of twilight and a 
sight to behold. The camp’s large dining hall 
serves meals for those on the meal plan (get it 
as there are no restaurants nearby). The dining 
hall, in close proximity to the observing field 
and cabins, serves as a meeting room for the 
many seminars offered. It is also used for es-
caping the sun or rain, chatting with friends, or 
using a laptop computer. At night the dining 
hall is a great place to take a break, it serves 
food and is used as a movie theater. This is a 
camp however, so the cabins are very basic. 
While they do have electricity (convenient for 
charging batteries), they are not heated so 
bring a warm sleeping bag. Restroom and 
showers are located in a separate building only 
a short distance from the cabins. This year the 
event occurs a bit later and lasts one day 
longer, it starts Tuesday November 6th and 
goes through Sunday the 11th. If you haven’t 
already done so, it’s time to submit your regis-
tration.  Barry Simon will discuss the upcom-
ing DSRSG at the next PAS Meeting and he 
will have forms and be able to accept registra-
tions. The form is available in the files section 
of the DSRSG Yahoo group. 
 
With DSRSG in November, you may want to 
do something in October so we will hold an-
other LPMOS Pot Luck on October 6th and 
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this is a perfect time to do a practice run before 
DSRSG. For those unfamiliar with LPMOS , it is the 
PAS dark sky observing site and it is located near 
Franklinton. The event will be patterned after the last 
one, which everyone requested we do again. You may 
arrive as early as you’d like and the center field will be 
reserved for setting up your equipment. Bring a dish for 
the food table and we will start eating at 4pm.  You 
should also brink your own plates, eating utensils, 
drinks, chairs, tables, etc. You will also need to bring a 
bag to contain your own trash since the site has no pub-
lic garbage collection. Sunset is at 6:41pm and since 
moonrise is not until 3:42am Sunday morning, we will 
have dark skies most of the night. The event will not be 
cancelled due to clouds (which often clear a few hours 
after dark), but it would be cancelled due to severe 
weather in which case a notice would be posted on the 
Message Board by noon Saturday. 
 
Thank you, 
Ron Keating 
President, Pontchartrain Astronomy Society 
president@pasnola.org 

Gary Barabino shows off a 60mm scope at the August 
PAS meeting.  Gary gave the main presentation on The 
Vega Observatory - The Katrina Experience.  He also 
brought a couple of his restored observing journals to 
show club members.  Thanks to Gary for a very interest-
ing and inspiring presentation.  Photo by Remy Bosio. 
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On the Cover 
NGC7000, the North American Nebula, in Hydrogen Alpha light 
It was taken at the Riverside Telescope Makers Conference 
(RTMC) this Memorial Day Weekend.  Here are the details: 
  
1.  Scope:  Takahashi FSQ-106 
2.  Mount:  Astro-Physics 900GTO 
3.  Camera:  Canon 20DA 
4.  Filter: Astronomix Hydrogen Alpha - 13nm 
5.  Imagers:  Bill Drelling and Paul Hoy 
  
The image is an average of 5 separate 8 minute long exposures, 
each dark subtracted.   
 
Editor’s note: I saw this photo in the Reader’s Gallery of the 
October issue of Sky and Telescope and noticed that it was PAS 
member Bill Drelling’s photo.  Bill was kind enough to allow the 
use of the photo and sent the following note with the photo. 
  
Hi Lowell, 
Since moving out here most of my astronomy has been done at 
star parties.  I've been to the Texas Star Party, Eldorado Star 
Party, CalStar, Shingletown Star Party, and the Golden State Star 
Party.  This past March I took an astronomy vacation to Austra-
lia.  I was in Sydney for 4 days and then went to Coonabarabran, 
"The Astronomy Capital of the World," for a week.  We saw a 
host of southern sky objects including the eta carina nebula at 
about 800 power--we could even see the Homunculus.  David 
and Beth Moody were also on the trip, so it was nice to spend 
time with some former PAS members. 
  
Right now I am on a vacation at Barcroft Station, 12,400 feet up 
in the White Mountains.  This is a research lab and from what I 
understand it was the alternate site for the Keck Tele-
scope.  There are about 10 Bay Area Amatuer Astronomers up 
here with me.  We are all doing observing and imaging.  It is 
great fun in the thin air! 
  
http://www.wmrs.edu/facilities/BAR/default.htm 
  
Please say hello to everyone in the club for me and give them my 
best. 
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Secretary’s Report 
By: Remy Bosio 

Minutes of the Pontchartrain Astronomy Society, Inc. Gen-
eral Meeting of August 24,2007. 
 
There were 34 members and guests in attendance. 
 
President Ron Keating opened the meeting by welcoming 
all and requesting cell phones be turned off or set to vi-
brate. 
 
Mike Sandras, Raffle Czar, displayed the evening's big 
raffle prizes.  One prize donated by Treasurer John Scholl, 
was a CCD imaging camera!  Another great prize was a 
"planisphere watch".   Some winners were: Mal Theriot-
CCD camera, Mike Sandras-watch, Gary Byerstein-T-
shirt, Lowell McCormick-DVD, John Cerniglia-book, John 
Scholl-gift certificate, Remy Bosio-flashlight, Frank Co-
stagna-NASA grab bag. 
 
Featured speaker, Gary Barabino, did the scope of the 
month segment showing his restored Tasco 60mm refrac-
tor. 
 
David Williams mentioned that the ISS was due to pass 
over our location at 8:24PM.  (we all went outside and 
viewed the bright flyover) 
 
SouthShore Observer's Group meeting: Sept. 5,2007. 
NorthShore Observer's Group meeting: Sept 19,2007 
 
Ron Keating mentioned that there will be a "Pot Luck" din-
ner/observing session at LPMOS on October 6,2007. 
 
Lowell McCormick stated that he needs article submis-
sions, photographs and other pertinent information for the 
PAS Times newsletter. 
 
John Scholl, Treasurer, stated that a financial statement is 
posted monthly on the Pasnola.org website. 
 
Remy Bosio outlined the progress of the Robert Burnham 
Memorial Project based on the Cloudy Nights website. 
Information as to where to send donations was given. 
 
John Watzke, North Shore Outreach Coordinator, men-
tioned that outreach activities are ebbing at this time due 
to school startup.   Beth Watzke passed around a really 
nice thank you card done by the children of Christ Episco-
pal School in Covington,LA. 
 
LPMOS manager, Walter Sarrat, told the group that all 
users of the LPMOS site must sign in on the log book near 
the dorm entrance.   He also said the trees need to be cut 
down that are blocking Polaris and other compass points.  
The logistics of cutting the trees was discussed and work 
will be implemented this Fall. 
 

Mike Sandras, Nominating Chairman, mentioned that he is 
taking nominations for the 2008 PAS officer positions.  If 
you have a nominee or wish to be nominated, call Mike.  
 
Main Presentation:  Long time PAS member, Gary Bara-
bino, gave an interesting powerpoint graphic account of his 
dealings with hurricane Katrina which caused the loss of his 
9th. Ward home and the adjoining Vega Observatory.   He 
also showed his salvaged and restored astronomical jour-
nals from the 1970's. 
 
With no further business for the good of the society, Ron 
Keating adjourned the meeting at 9:50PM. 
 
Remy Bosio 

http://www.wmrs.edu/facilities/BAR/default.htm�


 

A Missile in Your Eye 
by Patrick L. Barry 

 
 
Satellite technology designed to catch ballistic missile launches may soon help doctors monitor the health of people's eyes. 
 
For the last 15 years, Greg Bearman and his colleagues at JPL have been working on a novel design for a spectrometer, a special 
kind of camera often used on satellites and spacecraft. Rather than snapping a simple picture, spectrometers measure the spectrum 
of wavelengths in the light coming from a scene. From that information, scientists can learn things about the physical properties of 
objects in the photo, be they stars or distant planets or vegetation on Earth's surface. 
 
In this case, however, the challenge was to capture snapshots of short-lived events—like missile launches! The team of JPL scien-
tists designed the new spectrometer, called a computed tomographic imaging spectrometer (CTIS), in collaboration with the Ballis-
tic Missile Defense Organization as a way to detect missiles by the spectral signatures of their exhaust.  
 
But now the scientists are pointing CTIS at another fast-moving scene: the retina of an eye. 
 
Blood flowing through the retina has a different spectral signature when it is rich in oxygen than when it is oxygen deprived. So 
eye doctors can use a spectrometer to look for low oxygen in the retina—an indicator of disease. However, because the eye is con-
stantly moving, images produced by conventional spectrometers would have motion blurring that is difficult to correct. 
 
The spectrometer that Bearman helped to develop is different: It can capture the whole retina and its spectral information in a sin-
gle snapshot as quick as 3 milliseconds. "We needed something fast," says Bearman, and this spectrometer is "missile-quick."  
 
CTIS is even relatively cheap to build, consisting of standard camera lenses and a custom, etched, transparent sheet called a grat-
ing. “With the exception of the grating, we bought everything on Amazon,” he says.  
 
The grating was custom-designed at JPL. It has a pattern of microscopic steps on its surface that split incoming light into 25 sepa-
rate images arranged in a 5 by 5 grid. The center image in the grid shows the scene undistorted, but colors in the surrounding im-
ages are slightly “smeared” apart, as if the light had passed through a prism. This separation of colors reveals the light's spectrum 
for each pixel in the image. 
 
 
”We're conducting clinical trials now,” says Bearman.  If all goes well, anti-missile technology may soon be catching eye problems 
before they have a chance to get off the ground. 

 
Information about other NASA-
developed technologies with spin-off 
applications can be found at http://
www.sti.nasa.gov/tto . 
 
This article was provided by the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, California In-
stitute of Technology, under a contract 
with the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

Caption: 
This three-color composite image from the computed tomographic imaging spectrometer 
shows the oxygenation of the blood in the arteries and veins of a human retina.  (Arteries 
appear red, veins appear yellow.) 

http://www.sti.nasa.gov/tto�
http://www.sti.nasa.gov/tto�
http://www.sti.nasa.gov/tto�
http://www.sti.nasa.gov/tto�
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Notes from Rainwater Observatory 
 
With thanks we acknowledge two significant additions to the observatory’s equipment.  The observatory endowment is now up to 
$45,000.  We expect to pass $50,000 before Christmas. Our five million dollar goal is just around the corner! We’re almost 1% 
there : ) 
 
Lex and Margaret Taylor of Louisville are making a gift of a HuTek modified Canon digital astrocamera.  This 10 megapixel cam-
era has been modified for astronomical photography, but also will have an adapter that will allow it to be used for normal photog-
raphy.  It will come with an AC adapter for long exposure images.  This camera will complement the suite of instrumentation in 
the instrument package on the Sangre telescope and can also be used on our other scopes by students and researchers. 
 
Bringing Astronomy to the Classroom – February 8-9, 2008.  Jessica Barton, Education Outreach Specialist for Las Cumbres 
Observatory Global Telescope Network, here for a workshop that will teach participants how to join the network, operate the new 
Sangre Telescope, and log on to other telescopes of the network from your classroom   You’ll also learn how to work with the data 
and images obtained and practice image processing techniques.  Info and online registration at: 
 
http://www.rainwaterobservatory.org/programs/handson_copy(1).html  
 

2008 MID-SOUTH STAR GAZE 
The dates for next year’s Mid-South have been set for April 2-5, 2008. More information will be on the web site soon.  If you have 
suggestions for next year’s program, let us know. 

Robert Burnham Memorial 
 

By Remy Bosio 
 
While there are a plethora of books on stars and astronomy, there is one particular set of books that have done much to 
enlighten and stir the imagination of amateur astronomers the world over.  Those books are the "Burnham's Celestial 
Handbooks". 
 
Many senior amateur astronomers who were just getting into astronomy back in the late 70's will remember with fond-
ness what they saw and read in Burnham's large, wonderful volumes.  I can remember when I got my first paperback 
copies and how I marveled at the wonderful literary passages this unique man wrote and the descriptions of the celestial 
objects he showcased.   The book was filled with black and white photos done in a beautiful poetic style that made you 
want to go outside and look up.   I could go on and on about this great work but you must experience Burhnam for your-
self to understand the man, his legacy and why we now have a concerted effort to memorialize him.  
 
There is a facinating article written by RBMF key member,  Mr. Tony Ortega,  that gives a touching overview of this un-
sung astronomical hero.  You can find the article on the WWW at: http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1997-09-25/news/
sky-writer/  
 
You can still obtain Burnham's volumes at bookstores or via the internet clearing houses like Amazon.com. and Dover 
Press.  I urge all newcomers to amateur astronomy to peruse these works and get to know a man who in amateur as-
tronomy circles,  has become a legend. 
 
Back in August of 2006, a member of the "Cloudy Nights" internet telescope forum, Mr. Mike Gilmer of Houma, Louisi-
ana, came up with an idea to memorialize Mr. Burnham.  This idea gained 
momentum via the help of many CN members and blossomed into the me-
morial fund we are now persuing.  Today our memorial staff now contains 
such astronomy luminaries as Jack Horkheimer and David Levy.   The ac-
tual memorial will be erected on land already granted to the RBMF by Lowell 
Observatory, Robert's former employer. 
You can view the Robert Burnham Memorial Web Site at :http://rbjm.org/   

There you will find information on how to make a tax deductable donation or 
if you are not internet capable, you can send your donation to:  
EVAC Treasurer 
PO Box 2202 
Mesa, AZ 85214-2202  (Check payable to: Robert Burnham Memorial Fund.)  

http://www.rainwaterobservatory.org/programs/handson_copy�
http://www.rainwaterobservatory.org/programs/handson_copy(1).html�
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1997-09-25/news/sky-writer/�
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1997-09-25/news/sky-writer/�
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1997-09-25/news/sky-writer/�
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1997-09-25/news/sky-writer/�
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/102-3997953-1758542?initialSearch=1&url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=robert+burnham&Go.x=13&Go.y=14�
http://www.cloudynights.com/�
http://rbjm.org/�
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Photo credit: NASA 
 

Planet Watch 
times shown for New Moon 

Mercury optimum at 6:39pm 
Jupiter optimum at 7:18pm 
Pluto optimum at 7:58pm 

Neptune optimum at 9:15pm 
Uranus optimum at 10:55pm 

Mars optimum at 5:47am 
Saturn optimum at 7:04am 
Venus optimum at 7:04am 

September Meeting Presentation 
By: Ralph Junius 

 
We are pleased to have Martin P. McHugh as our speaker for the September 28th PAS 
General Meeting. Dr. McHugh is Chairman of the Department of Physics at Loyola Uni-
versity and a researcher at the LIGO facility in Livingston Louisiana . LIGO, which stands 
for Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory, detects ripples in space-time by 
using a laser interferometer. The laser beam distorts when a gravitational wave passes by 
and this is measured by a photodetector and converted into electrical signals that can be 
recorded and studied. 
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Answers on next page 

October PAS-Times 
Deadline 

 
Sunday, October 7th 

 
Please submit all things astro-
nomical to be included in the 
next edition of PAS-Times to 
the editor @ the following ad-
dress: 
 
2vpresident@pasnola.org 

 
 

LPMOS POT LUCK OBSERVING 
EVENT 

Saturday October 6th at LPMOS 
 
Join your fellow PAS members on Saturday October 6th for a Pot Luck meal 
followed by a night of observing at our LPMOS dark sky observing site. This will 
be an informal event intended to bring members together for a fun night under 
the stars. Bring a pot luck dish to the event and we will eat about 4pm. Bring 
your own plates, eating utensils, and drinks. Since the site has no garbage col-
lection you will need to collect your own trash and bring it with you when you 
leave the site.  
 
Sunset is at 6:41pm and the waning crescent moon does not rise until 3:42am 
so we should have dark skies most of the night. Bring your telescope or just 
come and look through the ones that are set up. Several members will be bring-
ing large telescopes so this is a great opportunity to look through them. Jupiter 
will be visible right after dark and if you stay up past midnight Mars will be visi-
ble. We will also have great views of the many objects in Sagittarius and the 
Milky Way region. 
 
There is a map to the site in the Members Only section of the PAS web site. We 
will also mark the turnoffs with a few brightly colored signs. 

DSRSG 
Deep South Regional Star Gaze 

November 6th - 11th 
Be sure to register soon for this year’s 
stargaze.  If you’ve been to this star 
party, you go again and again.  If you 
are new to the astronomy hobby or 
have never been to a star party, you 
shouldn’t miss this event.  Lots of 
people to ask all your telescope ques-
tions to and lots of equipment to look 
peruse.  Binoculars, refractors, reflec-
tors, Schmitt-Cassegrains, camera’s 
and more astro toys than you can 
shake a stick at will be on the field.  
Come join us for more fun that hu-
mans should be allowed to have. 

http://pasnola.org/pa/members/index.shtml�


2007 meeting dates 
September 28 

October 26 
November 16 

December 14th (tentative)  

Upcoming Events 
 
Southshore Observers Group  Meeting -  Wednesday, October 3rd, UNO Jeff Center, 3330 N. 
Causeway Blvd., Metairie, La., 7:30 PM to 10:00 PM 
 
LPMOS Pot Luck Observing Event -  Saturday, October 6th, LPMOS,  Start eating at 4:00 PM 
 
Northshore Observers Group  Meeting -  Wednesday, October 17th, PJs’ Coffee Shop, Slidell, 
La., 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM 
 

2007 Star Parties 
 
Okie-Tex - October 6th - 14th; Camp Billy Bob, Kenton, Ok. 
 
Deep South Regional Star Gaze - November 6th - 11th; near Norwood, La.  Dark skies com-
bined with it’s close location make it a favorite for many PAS members along with members of 
other astronomy clubs in the Southeast region . 
 
Check the Calendar of Events at http://www.pasnola.org/  regularly for late breaking events.  
Please email any upcoming events to the editor for inclusion in next month’s newsletter at the 
following address: 2vpresident@pasnola.org 

Moon Phase 
Full Moon - Sept. 26th 

 
3rd quarter - Oct. 2nd 

 
New Moon - Oct. 10th 

 
1st Quarter - Oct. 18th 

 
Full Moon - Oct. 25th 
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LPMOS Dark Sky Weekends 
Times shown indicate the time of complete darkness 

Near Third Quarter Moon 
Friday, October 5th - 8:05pm to 2:49am 

Saturday, October 6th - 8:04pm to 3:48am 
Near New Moon 

Friday, October 12th - 7:57pm to 5:46am 
Saturday, October 13th - 7:56pm to 5:46am 

Extra 
This newsletter continues online with bonus material and feature rich content (hyperlinks). 

Astro-Puz Solutions 
DRACO 
PHASE 
ALIGN 
PLANET 
 
STAR-HOPPING 

NEW MEMBERS 
During the past month two 
new members have been 
added to the PAS roster.  
Please welcome: 
 
Paul Brouillette 
 
Kyle Rogers 
 
PAS memberships as of Sep-
tember 17th. 2007 total 140. 
 
New members are encouraged 
to contact any of the PAS Offi-
cers or Committee Members 
listed in the newsletter if they 
have any questions about the 
club or getting started in as-
tronomy. 

2008 Deep Space Mysteries Wall Calendar Order Form 
 

Order Deadline: September 28, 2007 
 
No. of Calendars   Cost per Calendar     Total cost: No. Cal. X $7.00 

 
 
 

Name: 
 
 
 
Make checks payable to the PAS. 
 
You may mail your payment to: 
PAS Treasurer 
16082 Lake Ramsey Road 
Covington, LA. 70435-5548 

$7.00 

http://www.pasnola.org/calendar/event.php?ID=512&Date=2007-10-03�
http://www.pasnola.org/calendar/event.php?ID=537&Date=2007-10-06�
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A Fall Night At LPMOS 
By: Lowell McCormick 

 
A dozen PAS members gathered on the observing field at LPMOS for a near perfect evening of star-gazing and movie critiquing on 
Saturday evening, September 15th.  The sky was clear, transparent and steady and the conditions were cool and dry.  Not one drop of 
sweat was in evidence. 
 
The Milky Way is way up in the early evening these days and visibly extends in the dark skies of LPMOS from Sagittarius in the 
south-southwest sky thru Deneb straight up overhead and beyond to Cassiopeia toward the north-northeast.  Dark lanes were evident  
in the bright nebulosity our galaxy.  Jupiter was still up in Scorpius and early evening views were nice and steady thru a Vixen ED80 at 
115X.  Scanning the Milky Way with either the naked eye, a pair of wide angle, low power binoculars or a small telescope was very 
enjoyable.  Just ask Oren Benedic, who brought his star chart, a red flashlight, a pair of binoculars and a lawn chair.  Minimum effort, 
maximum results.  I believe Oren had the best setup of the evening.  David Mayeux and I had the next easiest setup.  We each had a 
Vixen ED80 on an alt/az mount.  It was a nice setup for an evening at a dark  sky location where the  Milky Way is bright and easily 
visible. 
 
Many bright objects were visible overhead to the naked 
eye.  Electronic toys were not necessary to find objects 
such as the Lagoon Nebula (M8), the Trifid Nebula (M20) 
and the Swan Nebula (M17) near the center of the Milky 
Way or the Andromeda Galaxy (M31) over in the north-
eastern sky.  Not only was M31 visible to the naked eye 
with direct vision, it appeared  longitudinal.  Gary Beyer-
stein had an OIII filter on a high quality, wide angle eye-
piece displaying  an excellent image of the Veil Nebula in 
Cygnus with his Starmaster 14.5” dob that has goto and 
tracking features.  While he fiddled with his new toy, a 
Celestron CPC1100, I walked over to his lonely Starmaster 
that was crying out for observers for very  nice views of 
the Veil.  I left at 12:30am, but a large contingent stayed 
the night. 
 
It’s hard to beat Fall observing at LPMOS.  Be sure to 
come out to the Pot Luck Observing event on Saturday 
evening, October 6th for a fun and enjoyable evening.  See 
you there. 

Above:  Ralph Junius starts assembling his tripod as David Mayeaux and 
Mike Danielson supervise and Ron Keating reaches for a “cold one” in 
the bed of his truck. 
Left:  Ralph catches his breath while holding himself up with his assem-
bled mount and manages to smile for the camera between deep breaths 
before he attempts to wrestle his TEC140 onto the mount (below).  David, 
Ron and Jamie Wallis look on to see if Ralph will be successful .  He was. 
Photo credit: Frank Castagna. 



Above:  Mark Fink assembles his Meade LX200R 8” while John Scholl watches. 
Below:  Frank Castagna’s Takahashi FSQ 106 is ready for picture taking with an excellent imaging setup 
using a high quality small scope and mount.  Gary Beyerstein’s equipment is setup behind Frank’s tripod 
mounted scope.  Gary usually brings enough equipment to open a telescope store, all of it of top notch 
quality.  If you have an equipment review question, Gary can give you 1st hand information on a lot of 
stuff.  To the rear left is his new Celestron CPC1100 imaging setup, hooked to his laptop in the red box on 
the table.  To the right of that is Gary’s 14.5” Starmaster dob.  Photo Credit: Frank Castagna. 



Your editor sets up his Vixen ED80 at front left as Ron Keating starts putting together a tripod that will hold 
his Celestron C11.  Mark Fink has his Meade ready to go while John Scholl at left, and Mike Danielson and 
David Mayeaux, in the back, hang out while waiting for nightfall.  Photo credit: Frank Castagna. 

Gary Beyerstein poses amongst his astro toys.  Wait till you see his setup at a star party!  He brings out his  
25” canon.  Photo credit: Frank Castagna. 



Mike Sandras, raffle czar, checks out a raffle prize being donated by John 
Scholl before  selling raffle tickets to the dupe in foreground.  That’s a very 
pretty bag you’re carrying John (not that there’s anything wrong with that). 

Defending against Killer space rocks 

Can Earth survive the demise of the Sun?  
Yeah, but what about us? 

Mira has a tail like a comet.  Who knew? 
 
Have you tried Google Sky yet? 
 
It’s that time again.  Once every 42 years, 
the angle between Uranus and the Earth is 
perfectly lined up so that the planet's rings 
are seen edge on. 
 
Happy 30th Birthday Voyager.  It’s now 
over 100 times further from the Sun than 
Earth. At its current speed of about 50,000 
mph it will reach the distance to the nearest 
star in about 150,000 years. 
 
Seeing In The Dark.  Last week PBS aired 
a HD broadcast of this new Timothy Ferris 
film and it was wonderful.  It was all about 
star gazing and amateur astrophotography.  
If you have the opportunity to see it when 
it replays, be sure to watch it.  It can be 
purchased here.  Here is a link to Meade 
4M network interview with Timothy Fer-
ris, who talks about the genesis of the pro-
gram and what it’s about.  Click the play 
button at the site to play the interview. 

Web Wanderings 
wasting time on the internet so you don’t have to 

On The Road 
With Byron and Linda Landry 

 
Hello to all our friends and family. 
 
Well today, 8/11/07, around 10:30 AM after 
waiting an hour, we made it through cus-
toms and back into the "Good Old US of 
A".  We drove to Yakima, WA and plan to 
stay until Wednesday morning.  Linda has 
found a nearby valley that has SEVERAL 
wineries she plans to sample until this com-
ing Tuesday for a factory tour through 
Western RV's manufacturing plant.  We can 
honestly say that Alaska/Canada is a trip of 
a lifetime, but seeing that US border was a 
welcome sight as well.  We are both doing 
great, trailer has been behaving lately so 
we'll continue on to see some of the lower 
48 states. 
 
Take care and think good thoughts. 
 
Byron & Linda 
 
P.S. Last night we saw stars for the first 
time in a long time.  You don't really realize 
what you miss seeing in the heavens above 
due to mountainous clouds, sea fog and 22 
hours of day light.  We can't wait for the 
starparty at Camp Ruth Lee. 

Fire rainbow over Idaho.  I first saw this on spaceweather.com but couldn’t find it 
there at press time so I got it at National Geographic Society website.  Click here 
for a link to the explanation of the physics of the occurrence.  A photo credit could 
not be found. 

http://www.popsci.com/popsci/aviationspace/b9212179d0074110vgnvcm1000004eecbccdrcrd.html�
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/12/science/space/12cnd-planet.html?ei=5090&en=2e3c30bc2beed102&ex=1347249600&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss&pagewanted=print�
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2007/15aug_mira.htm?list899987�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6955787.stm�
http://www.universetoday.com/2007/08/23/uranus-rings-seen-edge-on/�
http://www.universetoday.com/2007/08/23/uranus-rings-seen-edge-on/##�
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/voyager/voyagerf-20070905.html�
http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=2825680�
http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=2825680�
http://www.meade4m.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?ID=390�
http://www.spaceweather.com/�
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/index.html�
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/06/060619-rainbow-fire.html�


A Blast From the PASt 
 

Originally printed in the September 1983 PAStimes 
Contributed by Jamie Wallis 





Pontchartrain Astronomy Society, Inc 
Lowell McCormick, PAS-Times Editor 
41038 Range Rd. 
Ponchatoula, La. 70454 

The Pontchartrain Astronomy Society, Inc. is an organization of amateur astronomers representing the greater New Orleans area, 
southeastern Louisiana and adjacent parts of Mississippi.  Our members come from many walks of life, and have a common interest 
in astronomy and observing the sky.  The PAS aims to enhance the study and enjoyment of astronomy among our members, and to 
promote an understanding of astronomy in our local community. 

If I have seen further than others, it is by standing upon the 
shoulders of giants .  ~ Issac Newton (1642-1727) 
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